Aurora Borealis

The aurora borealis, also known as northern

lights, is one of nature's most mesmerizing and
breathtaking phenomena. This celestial light display

has fascinated people for centuries, and its

appearance in the night sky has inspired myths,
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depend on the type of gas in the atmosphere that the charged particles interact
with. For instance, green is typically produced when the charged particles collide
with oxygen at a lower altitude, while pink and red result from interactions at

higher altitudes.

One of the most captivating aspects of northern lights is their

unpredictability. While scientists can forecast the likelihood of an aurora borealis
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display, the specific timing, intensity, and duration of the phenomenon remain
uncertain. This unpredictability adds to the sense of wonder and anticipation for

those who venture to witness it.

For many indigenous cultures in the Arctic regions, northern lights hold deep
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In recent years, technology and social media have allowed more people to
share their northern lights experience with the world. Photographers and
enthusiasts capture stunning images and videos, making it possible for those who
cannot travel to the polar regions to appreciate the beauty of the aurora borealis

from afar.
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In conclusion, the aurora borealis, or northern lights, is a natural wonder that
continues to captivate and inspire people of all ages. Its shimmering and ever
-changing colors, cultural significance, and unpredictability make it a true marvel
of the natural world. Whether seen in person or through photographs and videos,

northern lights remind us of the beauty and wonder of our planet and the
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1)  What causes the aurora borealis, or northern lights?

A) Interaction between charged particles from the Sun and Earth's magnetic

field
B) Reflection of moonlight on ice crystals in the atmosphere

C) Pollution in the Earth's upper atmosphere
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3) Inthe context of the passage, what does "cosmos" refer to?
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4)  Why are northern lights often described as "awe-inspiring"?
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