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A chicken’s life cycle begins when a female chicken, or hen, lays eggs. The hen

squats on the eggs to keep them warm. This process is called brooding. It goes on

for about 21 days, as the embryo develops within the egg. This 21-day period is

called the incubation period. The embryo takes in the nutrients from the egg and

continues to grow into a baby chick.

 At the end of the incubation period, the chick uses its egg tooth to poke a hole in

the shell. The egg hatches, and out comes a wet and wobbly little chick. A newly

hatched chick is called a hatchling. It is covered with soft, �ne feathers called down.

Down keeps the hatchling warm. 

In the next stage, the baby chick gradually grows and starts developing real feathers.

It gets to a point where it can control its body temperature. It also learns how to

peck at the ground, looking for food. 

When the chick is about two-thirds of the size of an adult chicken, it is known as a

pullet. This is the adolescent stage, where the chicken is neither a chick nor an adult.

A pullet’s body has patchy feathers, wings, and functional legs, but it has to develop

further to reach the adult stage.

 As the pullet reaches its full size, it becomes an adult chicken. Female chickens lay

eggs regularly for the �rst year or two, before taking a break to shed their old

feathers and grow new ones in a process called molting. With new eggs being laid,

the life cycle of a chicken continues.
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Read the passage explaining the life cycle of a chicken and answer the

questions that follow.
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Name the major stages of a chicken’s life cycle. 1)

What is brooding?2)

What happens inside the egg during the !rst stage?4)

Describe the adolescent stage of a chicken’s life.5)

Fill in the blanks based on your understanding of the passage.3)

a) The !ne, soft feathers that provide warmth to a newborn chick are called

.

c) The process in which a chicken sheds and renews feathers is called

.

b) .A chicken’s incubation period is

d) .During its adolescent stage, a chicken is called a
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