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Ferdinand Magellan: The Pioneer of Global Exploration

Explorers

Ferdinand Magellan, a name synonymous with daring

exploration, embarked on a historic journey in the early

16th century, changing the course of world history.

Born around 1480 in Portugal, Magellan possessed an

unquenchable thirst for adventure from a young age. His

vision was to discover a new route to the lucrative Spice

Islands, thus avoiding the perilous and controlled eastern

trade routes.

In 1519, Magellan secured the support of King Charles I of Spain for his audacious

expedition. Gathering a diverse crew and a �eet of �ve ships, the Armada de

Molucca, Magellan set sail from Seville on September 20, 1519. His voyage was a

tumultuous one, marked by storms, mutinies, and the grueling hardships of the sea.

The expedition faced the unknown as they sailed into uncharted waters.

One of the most signi�cant discoveries of the expedition was the Strait of Magellan,

found in November 1520. This narrow passage, nestled at the southern tip of South

America, connected the Atlantic and Paci�c Oceans, o�ering a shorter route to the

Spice Islands. The journey continued across the vast Paci�c, where the crew battled

scurvy, hunger, and the loss of their leader.
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Explorers

In April 1521, tragedy struck as Magellan was killed in the Philippines during a

skirmish with indigenous people. Despite the loss of their captain, the crew resolved

to complete the voyage. Under the leadership of Juan Sebastián Elcano, the

expedition pressed on. The remaining ship, the Victoria, returned to Spain in

September 1522, marking the successful circumnavigation of the Earth.

Magellan's daring expedition not only revealed the true dimensions of the Earth but

also demonstrated the feasibility of circumnavigating it. Though he did not live to

see the journey's end, his legacy lives on as a symbol of human curiosity and the

relentless pursuit of exploration.
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What was Magellan's primary goal in his expedition?2)

a)

c)

b) 

d)

To �nd a Northwest Passage to Asia

To discover a westward route to the Spice Islands

To explore the coast of Africa

To search for gold in the Americas

When did Magellan's expedition set sail from Seville, Spain?3)

a)  1492 c)  1519b)  1507 d)  1525

Where was Ferdinand Magellan born?1)

a)  Spain b)  Portugal d)  Netherlandsc)  Philippines

What signi�cant geographical feature did Magellan's expedition discover in

1520?

4)

b)

c)

a)

d)

The Amazon River

The Panama Canal

The Strait of Magellan

The Great Barrier Reef

Who took command of the expedition after Magellan's death?5)

b)

c)

a)

d)

Hernán Cortés

Vasco da Gama

Christopher Columbus

Juan Sebastián Elcano
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Explorers

Describe the circumstances of Ferdinand Magellan's death during the

expedition.

8)

What happened to the expedition after Magellan's death, and how did it

ultimately conclude?

9)

In what ways is Ferdinand Magellan's expedition remembered in history?10)

What were some of the hardships and challenges that Magellan and his crew

faced during their expedition?

6)

What was the signi!cance of the Strait of Magellan to the expedition?7)
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