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This phase of the Moon

occurs when the Moon is on

the same side as Earth. The

side of the Moon facing

Earth is in complete

darkness.

It is a thin fraction of the

Moon’s illuminated side. It

is !irst visible a day or two

after the new moon.

It looks like half a pie and is

also called a half-moon

because 50% of the Moon’s

face is illuminated by the

Sun. This phase is halfway

between the new moon and

the full moon.

During this intermediate

phase, the Moon is

illuminated more than 50%.

This is the last phase before

the Moon reaches fullness.
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Earth lies between the Sun

and the Moon during this

lunar phase. The sunlit side

of the Moon is entirely

visible from Earth.

The word  ̎waning ̎ means 

 ̎decreasing. ̎ The lit-up part 

of the Moon slowly

decreases but is still more

than 50% illuminated.

This phase is called the third

quarter moon because the

Moon has completed ¾ of

its orbit around Earth.

Here, the opposite side of

the Moon is illuminated

when compared with the

"irst quarter.

This is the last phase of the

Moon. The Moon decreases

in size and looks like a

curved sickle.
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