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Play Nice

 Katy sat on the grass in the playground. 

She pouted with her arms crossed because she

wanted to play tag, but none of the other 

children wanted to join her. Dustin wanted to 

slide, and Mindy wanted to swing.

 Mom came to comfort her. "Katy," Mom said, "what’s wrong?"

 "No one will play with me," Katy accused. "No one likes me."

 Mom frowned. "Are you sure?"

 "Yes," Katy insisted. "I want to play tag, but Dustin and Mindy won’t do it."

 Mom studied Dustin and Mindy as they played on the slide and swings.

 "I have an idea," she said, taking Katy’s hand and leading her to the slide.

 Dustin zipped by them on his way down from the top. 

 "Are you having fun?" Mom asked.

 "Yep!" Dustin said.

 "Can Katy slide with you?" Mom asked.
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 "Sure!" he agreed.

 Mom smiled and looked at Katy. "Dustin will play with you," she said.

 Katy stomped her foot on the grass. "I don’t want to slide."

 Mom told Dustin they would return. Next, she led Katy to the swings. Mindy 

pumped her legs to swing higher.

 "Hello Mindy," said Mom. "can Katy swing with you?"

 "Yes!" Mindy called.

 Katy shook her head. "No, I don’t want to swing."

 Mom knelt in front of Katy. "I understand you want to play tag," she said.

"Sometimes we have to play other people’s games, though," Mom explained. "If you 

listen, you’ll �nd the other children do want to play with you. To play nicely, you have 

to take turns. Swing and slide �rst, and maybe they will play tag second."

 Katy considered Mom’s words. "I will swing with Mindy, and then I will slide 

with Dustin."

 Mom smiled. "That sounds like a fantastic plan!" 

 Katy leaped onto the swing beside Mindy. It was time to soar!

- Katie Clark
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Who are the characters in the story?4)

What does Katy learn? 1)

C) That her mom doesn't understand her

D) That playing nicely by taking turns is important 

A) That she should always play tag with her friends

B) That no one likes her

Where does the story take place? 2)

C) In a playground 

D) At a shopping mall

A) At Katy’s house  

B) At Katy’s school   

How does Katy feel at the beginning of the story? 3)

C) Excited

D) Calm

A) Happy

B) Stressed 
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Write about how Katy changes at the end of the story. 5)

What is the main purpose of this story?7)

What did Mom reply when Katy said she would swing with Mindy and slide with 

Dustin?
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