
Teaching Resources @ www.tutoringhour.com

Mail Call

 A cool wind blew across Carl’s cheeks.

He shivered and slipped his hands into his

jacket pockets. Winter was coming; that’s 

what Grandma kept saying. Today was a 

special day. He would brave the dropping 

temperatures to wait for the mail.

 He bounced eagerly on his toes as he watched the street. The mail truck should

turn onto their road any time now. Mom had mailed a letter last week, and it was set

to arrive today.

 Mom was away for work. She was a soldier, and she worked all the way around 

the world. He got to see her on the computer a few times a month, but this letter 

was special because it was his birthday.

 He bounced again. How long did the mail truck take?

 Just then, an engine rumbled in the distance. Carl strained to look down the 

street. There it was! The mail truck was coming.

 There were four other houses on the street before Grandma’s house. Carl

watched as the truck stopped at one, two, three, four.

 At last, the truck pulled to a stop in front of Grandma’s house. Instead of

opening the mailbox, the driver parked. The mail carrier stepped out of the truck 
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and approached Carl. He carried a stack of letters as well as a package.

 Could it be for Carl? He held his breath as he waited.

 "Special delivery," said the mail carrier.

 Carl could hardly keep from jumping as the mail carrier handed him the

package and the letters.

 "Have a good day," he said.

 Carl waved. "Thank you," he replied.

 Racing inside the warm house, Carl looked at the name on the package. It was

for him, and it had been sent by Mom!

 "Grandma!" Carl called.

 Grandma came into the living room from her bedroom. "Look at that!" said 

Grandma.

 Carl opened it quickly and found a box full of goodies inside. His favorite was a 

picture of him and Mom together.

 "Grandma," he said, "have I ever told you how I love the mail?"

 Grandma laughed.
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2) Why was the letter from Carl's mom special?

a) Because it was the only letter he ever received

b) Because it arrived on his birthday

c) Because it contained a picture of him and his grandma

d) Because it was sent from a foreign country

1) Why did Carl brave the dropping temperatures to wait for the mail?

a) He wanted to see the mail truck.

b) His grandma told him to.

c) It was his birthday, and he was expecting a special letter.

d) He needed to mail a letter to his mom.

3) How did Carl feel when he saw the mail truck approaching his grandma's

house?

a) Excited and eager

b) Annoyed

c) Indi�erent

d) Worried

4) Who and what is the story about?  What do you learn from the story?  
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5)  List out the details that support the importance of family connections. 
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