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         Jamestown was founded for several reasons. The English wanted to �nd a route

to Asia and its valuable spices and riches. They also wanted to establish a 

permanent colony in the New World to claim land for England. In 1607, about 100 

settlers sailed to Jamestown for these purposes.

         Life in Jamestown was not easy. The settlers faced many challenges. They had 

trouble �nding food, and the water in the area was not very clean. The hot and 

humid climate caused diseases, and many settlers got sick. In fact, during the �rst 

year, more than half of them died.

         One of the leaders who helped Jamestown survive was John Smith. He traded 

with the local Powhatan Native American tribe and learned from them how to grow 

crops like corn. This helped the settlers have enough food to survive. Pocahontas, 

the Powhatan chief's daughter, also played a signi�cant role in helping Jamestown 

by bringing food and negotiating with her people.

          In the early 1600s, a group of English settlers 

embarked on a brave journey to the New World. 

They established a colony in what is now the state 

of Virginia, and it became known as Jamestown. 

Let's explore the story of Jamestown.
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         Over time, more settlers arrived in Jamestown. The colony expanded, and in 

1619, they established the House of Burgesses, a form of government. This was an 

early step toward self-government in the American colonies.

         Jamestown is often called the "birthplace of America" because it was the �rst 

permanent English settlement in what is now the United States. The colony's story 

is a reminder of the challenges and determination of early American settlers.

         Today, you can visit Jamestown to learn more about this important part of 

American history. You can see reconstructed buildings, learn about the people who

lived there, and understand the hardships they faced.

         Remember, the Jamestown Colony played a crucial role in shaping the history 

of the United States. It's a place where brave settlers faced hardships, built 

relationships with Native Americans, and laid the foundation for future American 

colonies.

The Jamestown Colony

         Jamestown's economy started to thrive when they began growing tobacco, 

which was in high demand in England. John Rolfe, a settler, successfully cultivated 

a sweeter type of tobacco that became popular in Europe. This cash crop helped 

Jamestown grow and prosper.
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1) Why was Jamestown founded?

3) Who helped Jamestown by trading with the Powhatan tribe?

2) What were some early challenges faced by the settlers in Jamestown?

5) Why is Jamestown considered the "birthplace of America"?

4) What crop saved the Jamestown colony?
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