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A Special Bear

 Elliot watched Grandma as she slid her 

hat into place and buttoned her coat.

 "Where are we going, Grandma?" he 

asked.

 "We’re going on a bear hunt," Grandma 

said.

 Elliot frowned. "Grandma, aren’t bears dangerous?"

 Grandma winked at him. "Do you trust me, Elliot?"

 Elliot did trust Grandma. She fed him, took him to school, and taught him all 

kinds of things like how to use the dishwasher and washing machine, and how to

change a tire.

 Slowly, he nodded. "I trust you."

 "Good!" said Grandma.

 Together, they laced up their boots and headed outside. Grandma and Elliot 

lived outside the city, but they didn’t live on a mountain or in an area with lots of 

bears. Where did Grandma think they would catch a bear?
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 Grandma led Elliot into the small area of trees beside her house. 

 "First we have to �nd animal tracks," Grandma explained. She pointed out a few 

sets of paw prints and explained what kinds of animals they belonged to.

 "It’s also good to look for signs of activity in the area," she said. "Do you see 

those broken branches? And look at that pile of leaves. It has been disturbed."

 Grandma also pointed out bird nests, rabbit dens, and holes where other

creatures such as moles and mice lived. Elliot had never considered that so many 

animals were his neighbors.

 Elliot looked closely at everything Grandma showed him. He did see the tracks, 

the broken branches, and the disturbed leaves. He had played amongst these trees 

many times, but he had never paid attention to the signs of other creatures playing 

here.

 "But Grandma," he said, "I haven’t seen any evidence of bears."

 Grandma winked again. "Just wait."

 They walked a bit farther. Grandma showed Elliot scat, or animal droppings, 

which was further proof of the creatures that lived in the trees.
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 Finally, they came to the other side of the trees. Disappointment swept 

through Elliot.

 "Grandma," he said, "why did you say we were going on a bear hunt?"

 Elliot spun around, his heart beating fast. Instead of a bear, though, he found a 

wrapped gift. 

 Elliot hurried to it. Inside, he found a huge stu�ed bear. Its fur was soft, and it 

smelled like pine trees.

 "There’s our bear," Grandma said. "He’s all yours."

 Elliot hugged Grandma. "Thanks Grandma. He’s the best bear ever."
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1) What did Elliot and Grandma set out to do in the story?

2) How did Elliot initially feel about going on a bear hunt with Grandma? 

3) What signs of animal activity did Grandma teach Elliot to look for in the 

forested area?

5) What did Elliot !nd at the end of his and Grandma’s adventure in the woods, 

and  why did Grandma call it "their bear"?

4) Can you name some of the animal signs or tracks that Elliot and Grandma 

discovered in the woods?
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6) Explain how Elliot's feelings changed at the end of the story. Use evidence from

the text to support your answer.

8) Why do you think Grandma used the idea of a bear hunt to surprise Elliot 

with the stu!ed bear at the end? What e!ect did it have on Elliot?

7) How did Grandma show that she cared about and understood Elliot's interests

and concerns?
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10) How does this story demonstrate the importance of trust and the bond 

between grandparents and grandchildren?

9) What do you think the smell of pine trees on the stu!ed bear symbolizes in 

the story?
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