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         Mei's eyes widened as she imagined lanterns carrying wishes through the sky.

"And the lion dance?" Mei asked.

         Grandma chuckled. "Ah, the lion dance! The lion chases away evil spirits and 

brings happiness. Watch closely as the lions leap and twist!"

         "Mei," Grandma began, "let me share with you the story of Chinese New Year, a

time of wonder and tradition."

         "See the lanterns, Mei?" Grandma asked, pointing to the lanterns outside. 

"They light up the night, guiding good fortune into our homes."

         Grandma told Mei about the special meaning of each character. "The character 

‘'福'’ (fú), she explained, meant blessings." It was often hung upside down to 

symbolize the arrival of good luck. Mei traced the character with her $nger, feeling

its magic.

         In a cozy room $lled with the warmth of 

lantern light, Grandma sat down with her 

granddaughter, Mei. The air was crisp, and the 

streets were adorned with vibrant red and gold 

decorations. Mei's eyes sparkled with curiosity 

as she looked at the intricate Chinese characters 

that adorned the walls.
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         Grandma hugged Mei gently. "Of course, my dear. We'll share a reunion dinner,

exchange hongbao, and light up the night with lanterns. It's a time to be with 

family and welcome the new year with joy."

         And so, Grandma and Mei shared a special moment, immersed in the beauty

of tradition and love. As the lantern light danced around them, they embraced the

enchantment of Chinese New Year, a celebration of culture and the promise of a 

bright future.

         As the lanterns outside �ickered, Mei felt a sense of wonder. The Chinese 

characters on the walls seemed to come alive, telling stories of blessings, hope, and

togetherness. Mei knew that this Chinese New Year would be truly magical, �lled 

with traditions that held the power to light up hearts and bring people closer.

         Mei's imagination soared as she pictured lions dancing in her mind. "And these

red envelopes, Grandma? What's inside?" Mei asked, holding up a hongbao.

         "Those red envelopes hold something special," Grandma smiled. "They hold 

love and wishes for a bright future. The red color scares away bad luck."

        Mei nodded, her heart full of understanding. "What about the food?" she asked.

         Mei's stomach rumbled at the thought of delicious food. "Grandma, will we 

celebrate Chinese New Year?"

         Grandma's eyes twinkled. "The food is a feast of meaning! Dumplings look like

ancient coins, symbolizing wealth. And �sh represent abundance."
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2) What does the character "福" (fú) represent, according to Grandma?

A) Happiness

B) Good luck

C) Blessings

D) Prosperity

3) Why are lanterns important during Chinese New Year, as explained by Grandma?

A) They are a source of light for reading.

B) They guide good fortune into homes.

C) They are used for cooking traditional dishes.

D) They scare away evil spirits.

4) What is the signi#cance of the lion dance during Chinese New Year, as 

described by Grandma?

A) It brings happiness and good fortune.

B) It symbolizes the arrival of spring.

C) It represents the harvest season.

D) It marks the end of the year.

1) What is the setting of the story? 

A) A school during the summer

B) A sunny beach on a winter day

C) A busy city street at night

D) A cozy room #lled with lantern light during Chinese New Year
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6) What is the main message or theme of the story? 

7) How does Mei feel about the upcoming Chinese New Year celebration by the 

end of the story?

8) What information does Grandma provide about the symbolism of the food 

eaten during Chinese New Year?
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5) What do the red envelopes, or hongbao, represent according to Grandma?

A) They represent the color red.

B) They symbolize the end of winter.

C) They hold love and wishes for a bright future.

D) They are used for decoration.
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9) How does Mei's understanding of Chinese New Year deepen throughout the 

story, and what questions does she ask Grandma?

10) How does the use of Chinese characters and cultural elements contribute to 

the overall richness of the story?
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