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         The students gathered in the library during their lunch break to brainstorm 

and investigate the unusual events. They knew they needed clues to solve the 

mystery. Here's what they discovered:

         The news of these peculiar disappearances spread like wild�re, and soon the 

entire �fth-grade class was buzzing with speculation. Something mysterious was 

happening at Je�erson Elementary, and the students were determined to get to 

the bottom of it.

         It all began during lunchtime when Melanie, a �fth-grader with a penchant for 

peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, realized her lunchbox had vanished. She 

searched high and low, under tables and behind chairs, but there was no sign of it.

         Melanie wasn't alone in her predicament. Jayden, a fellow classmate, 

discovered his comic book collection missing from his backpack. Scarlet, a 

bookworm, was bewildered when her favorite novel disappeared from her desk.

          In the bustling hallways of Je�erson 

Elementary School, there was always something 

exciting happening. However, today, there was 

an air of mystery and curiosity, for something 

very unusual had occurred.
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         Determined to catch the culprit, the young detectives devised a plan. They set

 a trap during lunchtime. Jayden left his comic books out, and Scarlet left her 

treasured book on her desk, both partially hidden under schoolwork. Meanwhile, 

Melanie, equipped with a small bag of �our from the art class, dusted it lightly over

her desk.

         Inference 2: The smell of freshly baked cookies might be a distraction to cover

up the real scent of the thief.

         Inference 3: The cookie crumbs were a vital clue, possibly leading to the thief's

escape route.

         Inference 1: The thief was likely someone who knew the students well since 

they only took items that were dear to the owners.

         Clue 1: The disappearances occurred during lunchtime, and they seemed to 

target items that were especially cherished by their owners.

         Clue 2: There was an unusual smell lingering in the air, something like freshly

baked cookies.

         Clue 3: A faint trail of cookie crumbs led from Melanie's empty desk to the 

window.

         The students put on their detective hats and began to make inferences:
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         From that day on, the mystery of the missing lunchbox became a legendary 

tale at Je�erson Elementary School, a reminder that even in the most perplexing 

situations, a group of determined friends can unravel any mystery, one clue at a 

time.

         The mystery was solved, and the missing items were returned to their rightful

owners. The �fth-graders learned a valuable lesson about honesty and the

importance of solving problems through teamwork and deductive reasoning.

         The students pounced on the opportunity and confronted Lucas with the 

evidence. Lucas confessed, feeling a mixture of embarrassment and relief that his 

secret cookie raids had been exposed.

         Lucas stealthily took Jayden's comic book and Scarlet's novel. As he reached 

for Melanie's peanut butter and jelly sandwich, he touched the �our-covered desk,

leaving a telltale handprint.

The Case of the Missing Lunchbox

         As the lunch bell rang, the students hid behind bookshelves, watching and 

waiting. It didn't take long for the mystery to unfold. A mischievous student named 

Lucas, known for his love of cookies and a sweet tooth, entered the classroom. He 

couldn't resist the sight and smell of the cookies, which were, in fact, oatmeal raisin 

cookies baked by his grandma.
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2) What was the unusual smell in the air that the students noticed?

A) Pizza

B) Popcorn

C) Freshly baked cookies

D) Spaghetti

3) What was the purpose of dusting �our on Melanie's desk?

A) To make the desk look clean

B) To catch the thief's �ngerprints

C) To create a mess

D) To leave a message for the thief

1) What was the �rst item to disappear?

A) Jayden's comic books

B) Melanie's lunchbox

C) Scarlet's favorite novel

D) Lucas's oatmeal raisin cookies

4) Write T if the statements are true and F if they’re false. 

a) Melanie's lunchbox was the only item that disappeared 

during lunchtime.

c) The students' plan to catch the thief involved leaving out 

tempting bait and using �our to reveal the thief's identity.

b) Lucas took the items because he was hungry and wanted lunch.
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5) Why did the students believe the thief was someone who knew them well?

6) What made the students think the smell of freshly baked cookies might be a

distraction?

7) How did the cookie crumbs play a crucial role in the students' plan to catch 

the thief?

8) What motivated Lucas to take the items?
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9) Why did the students believe the thief used freshly baked cookies to mask their

true scent?
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