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Congratulations, Callie!

 Today, they were having an awards ceremony at her old elementary school. 

Callie didn’t want to go, but her former teacher, Mr. Bellevue, had invited her. He 

wouldn’t tell her why he invited her, but Mom and Dad had insisted she attend.

 Water splashed around her feet as she tromped to the bus, and they were o� 

toward the middle school. It just so happened that the middle school shared a 

campus with the elementary school. She would only need to walk over upon arrival.

 As she walked across the soggy school yard, she noted the three trees she had 

advocated to be planted the year before on Arbor Day. They were still small, but they 

were growing nicely.

 Once Callie stepped inside the elementary school, she slipped out of her 

raincoat and boots. She didn’t want to drip water all over the linoleum 

�oors.

      Thunder clapped, and lightning �ashed 

as rain poured from the clouds. It was only the 

�rst week of spring, but the skies acted as if 

they were angry at the departure of the winter. 

Callie bundled up in her raincoat and boots. 

The school bus would be here soon, so she

needed to hurry.
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Congratulations, Callie!

 Callie gave him a friendly smile. "Good morning, Mr. Bellevue."

 The students in the class watched her curiously as she entered. Did they know 

why she had been asked to attend the ceremony?

 A few minutes later, the �rst bell rang. Mr. Bellevue stepped to the front of the 

class. "Good morning, students. As you all know, we have a special guest today. This 

is Callie, and she is an exceptional student. You see, last year she advocated for us to 

plant more trees on the school campus. We have been learning this semester just 

how important trees are for our world."

 Callie stared at him, her mouth hanging wide open. Mr. Bellevue wanted to

give her an award.

 The students clapped for her, and she realized he was holding out a certi�cate 

for her. She took it from him and smiled timidly. "Thank you, Mr. Bellevue."

 "We are immensely proud of you, Callie. It would be good to have more school 

alumni like you."

 "Thanks." She could feel the heat rising in her cheeks.

 Mr. Bellevue greeted her outside of his sixth grade classroom. "Welcome, Callie. 

Come on in."
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Congratulations, Callie!

 Mr. Bellevue gave out a few more awards to students currently in his

sixth-grade class, and then he dismissed Callie. The gloomy rain didn’t bother her so 

much as she hurried back to the middle school. Wouldn’t Mom and Dad be proud!
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Congratulations, Callie!

2) Identify the �gure of speech used in the sentence below.

Thunder clapped.

smilea)

idiomb)

personi�cationc)

3) Which option paraphrases the sentence below?

Callie stared at him, her mouth hanging wide open.

Callie stared at him in complete surprise.a)

Callie stared at him with great admiration.b)

1) Why did Callie receive a certi�cate from Mr. Bellevue?

4) Why did Callie not �nd the gloomy rain bothersome as she hurried 

back to the middle school?
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