Big Ben is one of the most iconic landmarks
in the world. This impressive clock tower, located
in the heart of London, has a rich history and
continues to captivate people's imaginations with

its grandeur and timeless charm.

The History of Big Ben:
Big Ben is often used to refer to both the

clock and the clock tower, but it originally
referred only to the Great Bell inside the tower. The tower itself was known as the
Clock Tower. In 2012, it was officially renamed the Elizabeth Tower in honor of the

Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II.

Construction of the clock tower began in 1858 and was completed in 1859.
The clock and the great bell, which weighs over 13 tons, were installed in 1859 and
1858, respectively. Big Ben is famous for its accuracy and reliability. Its four clock
faces are made of 312 pieces of opal glass and are renowned for their timeless

design and the precision of their timekeeping mechanisms.

Fun Facts about Big Ben:
The Great Bell: The Great Bell inside Big Ben is one of the largest bells in the

world. It was cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry and took 20 days to cool after

being cast.
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Towering Height: The Elizabeth Tower stands at a height of 315 feet
(96 meters), making it one of the tallest clock towers in the world. Each of its clock

faces is 23 feet in diameter.

Accurate Timekeeping: The clock's mechanism is known for its accuracy, and
it has stopped only a few times in its long history, primarily due to maintenance or

repairs.

The Chiming of Big Ben:

One of the most fascinating aspects of Big Ben is its melodic chimes. It strikes
the hour with deep and resonant notes that can be heard across London. The
chimes are accompanied by the famous Westminster Quarters melody, which has
become the quintessential sound of London. The chimes are broadcast by the BBC

and are recognized worldwide.

Big Ben in Popular Culture:

Big Ben has made numerous appearances in popular culture, including movies,
television shows, and literature. It is often used to symbolize London and the United
Kingdom as a whole. Most notably, it played a significant role in the James Bond

film "Skyfall" and was featured in Charles Dickens's novel "The Great Expectations.”

In conclusion, Big Ben is not just a clock; it's a symbol of time, history, and
London itself. Its rich history, impressive architecture, and timeless charm continue

to make it a captivating and iconic landmark, drawing visitors from around the
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world. As you stand before the grandeur of Big Ben, you can't help but be awed by

its historical significance and the majesty it imparts to the heart of London.
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1) What is the official name of the clock tower?

2) What is the significance of the Great Bell?

3) What is the significance of the Westminster Quarters melody mentioned in the
passage?
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4) How is the term "quintessential" applied to the Westminster Quarters melody?

5) How has Big Ben made an impact on popular culture, and can you provide an
example?
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